
Scope and Regulatory Scope and Regulatory 
Framework of the NPDES Framework of the NPDES 

ProgramProgram
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Learning ObjectivesLearning Objectives

Clarify the relationship of statutes, 
regulations, and guidance
Describe the NPDES regulatory 
framework
Explain role of EPA and State/Tribal 
Authorities
Provide program status



2-3

General DefinitionsGeneral Definitions

Clean Water Act Legislation

NPDES Regulations

Policy and Guidance
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NPDES RegulationNPDES Regulation

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
– Where final promulgated regulations  

are published 
– Published each year – includes 

regulations final as of July 1
– Title 40:  Protection of Environment
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NPDES Regulations NPDES Regulations (Continued)(Continued)

Federal Register (FR)
– Where rules are first proposed and 

then promulgated
– Published daily
– Includes background information

(i.e., preamble)
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Key NPDES RegulationsKey NPDES Regulations
40 CFR Part Description

121

122

123

124

125

129

130

131

132

133

136

401

403

405-499

State Certification of Activities Requiring a Federal License or Permit

EPA Administered Permit Programs:  The National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System

State Program Requirements

Procedures for Decisionmaking

Criteria and Standards for the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System

Toxic Pollutant Effluent Standards

Water Quality Planning and Management

Water Quality Standards

Water Quality Guidance for the Great Lakes System

Secondary Treatment Regulation

Guidelines for Establishing Test Procedures for the Analysis of Pollutants

General Provisions

General Pretreatment Regulations

Effluent Limitations, Guidelines and Standards
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Pretreatment 
Program

Municipal 
Sewage Sludge 

Program

CSO 
Control 
Policy

Storm 
Water 

Program

Combined 
Sewer 

Overflows 
(CSO)

Municipal 
Separate 

Storm Sewer 
Systems

Storm 
Water 

ProgramPr
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Permits Implement RegulationsPermits Implement Regulations
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40 CFR 122
40 CFR 403

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 257
40 CFR 501
40 CFR 503

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125
40 CFR 133

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125

Municipal 
Discharger

Indirect 
Discharger

Control of 
Indirects

Municipal 
Sludge 

Use/Disposal

Municipal 
Wastewater

Collected Storm
Water

Treatment 
Plant Runoff
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Permits Implement Regulations Permits Implement Regulations (Continued)(Continued)

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125

40 CFR 405-499

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125

40 CFR 122
40 CFR 125
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Non-Municipal
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ity Process Wastewater Non-Process 

Wastewater Storm Water

Storm Water 
Program
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State and Federal RolesState and Federal Roles

Before State/Tribal program approval:
– EPA issues permits
– EPA conducts compliance and monitoring activities
– EPA enforces

After State/Tribal program approval:
– States implement as above
– EPA oversees

• Grants
• Administrative, technical and legal support and training
• Enforcement as necessary
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Types of NPDES AuthorizationTypes of NPDES Authorization

1. Basic Municipal and Industrial 
Permit Program

2. Pretreatment Program

3. Federal Facilities Program

4. General Permit Program

5. Sludge Permit Program
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State NPDES Program AuthorityState NPDES Program Authority

AK

U.S. Territories

American Samoa

Guam

Johnston Atoll

Midway/Wake 
Islands

Northern Mariana 
Islands

Puerto Rico

Virgin Islands State NPDES Program Status

Fully authorized

Fully authorized, including an approved 
biosolids program

Partially authorized

Unauthorized

HI

CA
NV

AZ

OR

WA

ID

UT CO

WY

MT ND

SD

NE

KS

IA

MO

NM
OK

TX

AR

LA

MN
WI

IL IN OH

MI
PA

WV VA

MS AL

TN
KY

NC

SC
GA

FL

MEVT

NH
MA

RI
CT

NY

NJ

DC

MD
DE
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